HPV vaccine works against nine viral types.
In a phase III study, Merck's new V503 human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine prevented 97% of high-grade, precancerous vaginal, vulvar, and cervical disease caused by HPV types 31, 33, 45, 52, and 58. The new vaccine also generated immune responses to HPV types 6, 11, 16, and 18 that were as good as or better than those generated by the company's Gardasil vaccine.